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Friday, December 14, 2007, the � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncddr.org/" ��National Center for the Dissemination of Disability Research (NCDDR)� (NCDDR) will host a webcast entitled "� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncddr.org/webcasts/webcast9.html" ��Research and Dissemination in Indian Country: Indianonish, Email, and Other Surprises�."


Dr. AnnMaria De Mars and Dr. Erich Longie of Spirit Lake Consulting, Inc. are the featured presenters. The 90-minute webcast will begin at 3:00pm Eastern; 2:00pm Central; 1:00pm Mountain; 12:00pm Pacific; 11:00am Alaska; 9:00am Hawaii.


Register for the Webcast: � HYPERLINK "http://vovici.com/wsb.dll/s/12291g2e606" ��http://vovici.com/wsb.dll/s/12291g2e606� Please visit this site ahead of time to test and ensure your computer is configured and updated to participate in the webcast. For instructions on how to access a webcast visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ilru.org/html/training/webcasts/instructions.html" ��http://www.ilru.org/html/training/webcasts/instructions.html�


For technical assistance, please check out the FAQs at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ilru.org/html/training/webcasts/FAQ.html" ��http://www.ilru.org/html/training/webcasts/FAQ.html�. You may also call 713-520-0232 (v/tty).


After the webcast, visit the ILRU Archives: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ilru.org/html/training/webcasts/archive/index.html" ��http://www.ilru.org/html/training/webcasts/archive/index.html�


If you would like to send questions before or during the webcast, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:webcast@ncddr.org" ��email your queries�.


About the Webcast


This three-part presentation focuses first on false assumptions and cultural differences that prevent effective research and dissemination on Indian reservations. The second part of the presentation discusses modifications to typical research designs to effectively work on Indian reservations. The third part summarizes the research by Spirit Lake Consulting on the means by which individuals with disabilities and their families obtain information.


NCDDR Webcast page: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncddr.org/webcasts/webcast9.html" ��http://www.ncddr.org/webcasts/webcast9.html�

















314 Circle Dr


P.O. Box 663


Fort Totten, ND 58335





Phone:


701-351-2175





Fax: 800-905-2571





Web Address:


www.spiritlakeconsulting.com





E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@spiritlakeconsulting.com" ��info@spiritlakeconsulting.com�
































TO HEAR ABOUT OUR LATEST RESEARCH FINDINGS… 


PLEASE JOIN THE NATIONAL WEBCAST


(Read all about it below!)
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This month’s issue of Miniwakan News: Miniwakan Waonspekiye is all over the map. The name literally means Spirit Lake Teacher and these articles are all over the place in addressing educators’ needs. Our last issue of the year covered several topics, from guaranteeing children’s rights to services to Autism to our latest research to ethics training for tribal workers. We are all over the map literally as well. Dr. Longie has been training on location in several reservations throughout the Midwest.  Now, our training also moves out into cyberspace, as we launch � HYPERLINK "http://www.spiritlakeconsulting.com/TLC2/" ��our first completely on-line course�, (� HYPERLINK "http://www.spiritlakeconsulting.com/TLC2/" ��http://www.spiritlakeconsulting.com/TLC2/� ) developed by Dr. AnnMaria De Mars.





They are called your legal RIGHTS, not your legal recommendations


A student has a traumatic brain injury as a result of a car accident. He is told that he cannot return to his local school because “we are not prepared to handle students with disabilities.”





Parents are told that they must pay for their child’s evaluation for special education because “you are a two-parent family, you make enough money and we serve a lot of low-income families on this reservation who need help.”





A student with a traumatic brain injury returns to school and sits in the corner of the classroom with nothing to do. When the parent complains, she is told that she should send her child to a special school where they know how to deal with him.





All of the above have actually happened. What do all of these real-life examples have in common? They are illegal!  Your child has a right to a free, appropriate public education. Dr. Longie has decided that, based on the feedback we have been receiving, there is a great need for more information to be provided to parents about their children’s rights in Special Education. Over the past few weeks he has given presentations at the Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara Nation, Turtle Mountain and Spirit Lake.





If you’d like to meet with Dr. Longie, please email him at � HYPERLINK "mailto:erictsev@spiritlakeconsulting.com" ��erictsev@spiritlakeconsulting.com� or


 call (701) 351-2175 to discuss offering a special education rights workshop.  The workshop is FREE thanks to a grant from NIDRR.












































here”, has her arms extended for a hug and is smiling or hands on her hips and is frowning, it all means the same. � HYPERLINK "http://mentalhealth.samhsa.gov/publications/allpubs/CA-0009/default.asp" ��As the National Mental Health Information Center� (� HYPERLINK "http://mentalhealth.samhsa.gov/publications/allpubs/CA-0009/default.asp" ��http://mentalhealth.samhsa.gov/publications/allpubs/CA-0009/default.asp� ), states , “Autism prevents children and adolescents from interacting normally with other people and affects almost every aspect of their social and psychological development.”





Blastland has a son with severe autism. His book, The Only Boy in the World, is highly recommended. On page 83, he describes his son like this,


“The quality that makes other people’s behavior intelligible, the fact that it is done for a reason – imperfect irrational, selfish, self-defeating, nasty, or hasty though reason and action may sometimes be – the fact that what we do is in our own minds at least the servant of some intention, has been substantially washed form his conception of life.  He fully grasps what we intend neither from what we say, nor from what we do.  Let’s be clear, this need not be due to lack of intelligence; it is quite specifically a lack of ability to work out what other people think they are up to.”





Blastland’s son does not have the desire or ability to interact socially with others that seems to be instinctive in most children. 





Individuals with autism do not generally pick up on even the most basic social cues – body language, tone of voice, gestures, etc. People with autism are often withdrawn or tend to withdraw when uncomfortable in social situations. 





Social skills include a number of skills such as taking turns, sharing and waiting patiently, but the main focus of social skills is communication skills. 





Social skills are usually divided into three groups :


social intake: listening to and watching what other people are seeing, doing or saying


internal process, understanding what is being seen, heard or done by other people


social output, how one reacts and communicates that reaction.





Individuals who are on the mild end of the autism spectrum may need to be taught social cues. For example, if you have told your sister you forgot to pick up the mail, but you can get it tomorrow, if she says, “Fine!” in a loud tone of voice while frowning, that does not mean it is fine. It means she is angry.





On � HYPERLINK "http://www.wrongplanet.net" ��www.wrongplanet.net� , the on-line community for people with Asperger’s and other Autism disorders, there is often discussion about the fact the confusion over the fact that you cannot understand what a person means by listening to the words they said. Sometimes, “Fine” means “all is good” and sometimes it means “I am mad at you”.





People who are not socially involved with others miss a lot more than the latest gossip. Through that interaction, we learn what to fear, what to avoid, such as speeding cars. His son, Joe, is different ..
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“His judgment is based not on human understanding but on past performance or, in other words, a sense of ritual or routine.  Cars do what cars can do, though not for any particular reason.  This is the critical point, cars are only their reputation, without present purpose no one is late, no one has relatives to visit, jobs to go to , places to see; rather, they hurtle around as large lumps of red, blue and white, just as such lumps have always hurtled around in Joe’s experience.  Yes they have people in them, he knows that much, but the people, being machinelike too, follow the rules of all similar machines.  Joe never expected a car to hit him – until one did – and he had no idea that being hit by one would hurt – until it did – and now he is afraid of them.”





This may be why people with Autism are so determined to maintain a routine and have few interests. If you can only know if something is tasty or poisonous if you ate it previously, best to stick with eating the same thing over and over.





Next month we will discuss services for people with Autism Spectrum Disorders. In the meantime, you can find more information on:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.spiritlakeconsulting.com/SLC/sharedfiles/library/autism_shelf.html" ��the Autism Shelf in our Virtual Library�, 


(� HYPERLINK "http://www.spiritlakeconsulting.com/SLC/sharedfiles/library/autism_shelf.html" ��http://www.spiritlakeconsulting.com/SLC/sharedfiles/library/autism_shelf.html� ) and 


 the � HYPERLINK "http://www.spiritlakeconsulting.com/SLC/sharedfiles/media%20room/autism_videos.html" ��videos in the Autism section of our Media Library� 


(� HYPERLINK "http://www.spiritlakeconsulting.com/SLC/sharedfiles/media%20room/autism_videos.html" ��http://www.spiritlakeconsulting.com/SLC/sharedfiles/media%20room/autism_videos.html� ) .





WHO NEEDS ETHICS?


Free, for a limited time only, the new on-line course from Spirit Lake Consulting, Inc. Tribal Leaders with Character. This course was developed specifically to address the ethical challenges faced by tribal workers. It combines both the latest research and traditional values to provide a uniquely Indian view of ethics.  When we say for a limited time only, it really is true (come on, this is an Ethics Course, do you think we would lie?)





You can enroll here: 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.spiritlakeconsulting.com/TLC2/enroll.php" ��http://www.spiritlakeconsulting.com/TLC2/enroll.php�	





You will receive a follow-up email with further instructions. It really is for a limited time only because this is our test version for the first Phase of the project that ends January 31.





This is a test version under development. With input from people like you, we hope to design a product that really can make a difference.






















































































Insert this at the bottom of Waonspekiye newsletters only:


This project was supported by the USDA Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program, grant number 2005-33610-16156
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What is Autism: First in a two-part series











By: Willie Davis, SLC Consultant
































Over the past twenty-three years, I have had the privilege to work with families of people with disabilities from Autism to XYY syndrome. Lately, for better or worse, one of those disabilities has been getting a lot more attention than usual.





The good part is that more research, more programs and more funding is now focused on Autism. The down side is that there is also more information out on the Internet that is biased or just downright wrong.  Without pointing fingers at any one group or website, I’d like to take this opportunity to give some plain facts.





Autism is a disability. Saying that people with Autism just have a ‘different way of thinking’ and that if the rest of the world would change to accommodate them, it would be okay probably isn’t true and is entirely irrelevant. People who are deaf might not be at a disadvantage if everyone used sign language but it is not going to happen.





This is not to say that some people with Autism cannot attend college, get good jobs and live independently. Some can. Some people with visual impairments or deafness also accomplish a great deal. They still have a disability that is permanent. So do people with Autism.





Many years ago, in a lecture I attended at the University of California, Ivar Lovaas, one of the world-renowned experts on Autism said something along the lines of: 


There are people who believe that in every child with Autism there is a normal child hidden in there somewhere that we need to just find the way to bring out. I am telling you that in children with Autism, there is something missing. It isn’t in there.





People with autism all have difficulties with social interaction, communication and restricted interests. Not everyone with Autism has trouble controlling emotions, but many do, having tantrums, screaming, attacking other people or hitting themselves.





Autism is a spectrum disorder. All people with Autism have difficulty reading facial expressions, understanding sarcasm, interpreting a person’s tone of voice – general difficulties putting themselves in another person’s place and trying to see how the world looks to him or her. At the extreme end of the spectrum, a person may not use speech at all and show no interest in interacting with other people.





There are actually three disorders that are usually grouped together as Autism Spectrum Disorders. These are; Autism, Pervasive Developmental Disorder (PDD) and Asperger’s Syndrome. The first two tend to be more severe, Children with Asperger’s test within the normal range of intelligence and language but still have problems with social interaction and their interests and activities are very restricted.





Two other, very rare disorders that are sometimes classed with Autism are Rett’s Syndrome and Childhood Disintegrative Disorder.





Social interaction and communication …. Let’s talk about this a little. As the Autism guide from the National Institute of Health states, to a child who cannot understand body language, whether the person who says “Come 
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